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Abstract:

With growing evidence on how climate change impacts human health, public health agencies should
develop adaptation programs focused on the impacts predicted to affect their jurisdictions. However, recent
research indicates that public health agencies in the United States have done little to prepare the public for
predicted climate change impacts, largely due in response to a lack of resources and priority. This study
surveyed Environmental Health (EH) Directors across the United States to determine the extent to which
individual level attitudes and beliefs influence the adoption of climate change adaptation programming in a
department. The results indicate that an EH Director's perception of the health risk posed by climate change
explained 27% of the variance in the number of climate change impacts being addressed. Furthermore, the
study found that environmental attitude and political views made strong, unique contributions in explaining
the variance in risk perception. The results provide evidence that individual-level attitudes and beliefs, as
well as organizational-level barriers influence the adoption of climate change adaptation programs in public
health agencies. As a result, increasing EH Directors' perception of risk by highlighting the likelihood and
severity of localized impacts may increase the adoption of adaptation programming despite existing
organizational barriers (e.g., lack of resources). Given the fact that risk perception has been shown to
influence behavior across cultures, these findings are also useful for understanding the influence of
individual decision makers on public health programming around the world.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11027-011-9302-1

Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content
Communication Audience: X
audience to whom the resource is directed
Health Professional, Policymaker
Other Communication Audience: Environmental Health Directors

Exposure : &
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weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Air Pollution, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Human
Conflict/Displacement, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding
Food/Water Security: Nutritional Quality
Temperature: Extreme Cold

Geographic Feature: ™

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

United States

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

General Health Impact, Infectious Disease
Infectious Disease: Vectorborne Disease

Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne
Medical Community Engagement: &

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation

Resource Type: @

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion, Research Article

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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